Albums was converted, but alter a long struggle. Jerome favoured mixed marriages (which Ambrose opposed), and the claims of Christianity were soon being pressed in every palace with that gentle and tactful zeal which the Church has ever recognised in   woman.     But   we   can   well   understand   the hesitation of  cultured Romans   to  admit   them. Neo-Platonic philosophy and Stoic morality had prepared the way to a great extent, as we shall see in the conversion of Augustine and others, but there were  intellectual and   moral  difficulties  in the Scriptures themselves, and  especially  in  this ascetic development of Christian principles.    We can guess the feelings of a Roman father when he heard his daughter repeating  Jerome's words to Heliodorus (given above), or his advice to Laeta, or his opinion that 'adult virgins' should never take a bath (ep. 107), or his contempt of Plato, or  his  praise  of the  young  girl  who   sold   her jewellery without her parents' consent (ep. 24), or his sneering concession that' marriage was all very well for those who were afraid to sleep alone at night' (ep.  50), or his declaration to the widowy  improve from   age  to   age.      Not   the   conservatism  forlemain, etc., were dropped.
